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ABSTRACT 

A library for the blind is a good public library 
which deals in several aedia: Braille, tape, and large type. Such a 
^library has the capability and dedication to provide each patron with 
personalized service, transcribing aaterials froa regalar print on 
^ >aand. OrganiTations that siaply select books aade available the 
^-brary of Congress for aail circulation do not provide a library 
service. The Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
shonldn't reprint every edition once every five years, on the 
assaaption that the books are vorn out, bat rather add new books to 
their collection. The "Testiaony of the Rational Federation of the 
Blind Concerning Library Service for the Blind in the Roontain Plains 
Region** affixed to this docuaent eaphasizes that libraries for the 
blind east be attentive and responsive to the ever-changing needs of 
the blind patron. (KC) 
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WHAT\ SHOULD A LIBRARY FOR THE BirNO BE? 

\ - by 
/ ' Florencfe Grannis . • 



(Editof's note: Mrs. Grannis Is Ass{!*tant Director 
in chdrtje of Itbrary and Social Si'rvices, Iowa Commission 
for the Bli«d. ) * 

let'^s look at the basic philosophy a library is 'built 

upon--the borrower^:, of a library for the blind should have,. 

the library scrviac; tNey woi;1d have if they wfre 'not 

bl i nd° and 1 i ved in a good libr^ary area. What does thi5 mean? 

That e^ch person have ttic books and inforrnatlon he wants when 

he wants them. In other words, a library for the blind is a 

putjli c • library us 1 ng--tno<; tl'y- -i^ther media than regular 

print. In are a library for the blind has an cdne on an/ , 

.. " . * ■ ' / 

ordinary library-- the library for the blind can and should,, "^ 
pccdjco sf-ec-ial material to order. If a reader needs four 
references on the manufacture of gVass ahd the library has 
only one, it can Braille, tape or large type three others.- 
If he needs to write a history of Standard Oil and the most 
dilirient search locates only a Isricf magazine article on 
it in the library's collection, there will be undoubtedly 
sone good print i.nformation in'an institution nearby wh.i ch 
can be quickly transcribed into the desired medftim. 

Someone wishes to pass his high school equivalency 
tests--where does the library come in? There arc very 
effective print booV<; designed to help ^chiev& this goal. 
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A lilxr^iry for the bHnd should ha vie ill these books, in 
BrailTe, t«pe. large type. er^d. in addition, math boolts* 
spelling books » vocabulary b<M}ks, etc., should be available 
in all m^dia to hel^ him strertgthcn his areas of weakness. 
Down the Tin© the 1 ibraryshould be a 'resdSTrce for eafcH / 

/ * , ■ / 

bVind person in his community. Someone is sttfdj^ng res- / 

/ ' ' ■' ' "' . , 

fii,urent manaqenent. He should know the facts relating to , \ 

wirfs an^ hov/ to servr the!«--tbe 1 iJu'*trry~-Nc;an supply thesi^ 

facts. He shouYd know to keqfp bo0ks--the library 

can help him here. , ' . ' " \. 

The blind home-makpr belonns to a v/omen's club and 
needs to read the books on the club's reading list. The_, 
library should be able to sttpply them on the desired time ' 
'ichedu^e. When she takes her turn givinQ the club program 
the library pan give her books on the topic she has chosen, 
or provide S'jngostlons for a top ij^. It can also give her 
books which will guide her.-in giving a good speech. When 
it is her turn to provide re fresh mejits for the other ladies 
in the ^i^oup, her library c^n send hen cookbooks and any 
hints she may desire about proper procedures. 

Historically, libraries are said .to be the people's 
universities. A good library for the blind has an ideal 
opportunity to fill this function. Through telephone^ per- 
sonal, or letter conference all sorts of courses of study 
can be planned |nd thi^ough on-going communication they can 
be adhered to or deviated from as the readers desire. The 
library can provide bibliographies on virtually any subject 
It can answer questions on practically any topic. 



Agencies that simply select books supplied by the- \ 
.Library of Congress for borrowers and ship them to them 
are hot libraries and are not filling a library function. 
What is wore patronizing than for somepncJn a remote 
library office to decide the bo'oks the library patrons 
should readf Can I know what Mary WilliaBS in Peru wants 
to read because I Vnow she is 45 years ol d and a hi gh 

"hocl graduate? Even if I have talked to her on the phone 
or had a few personal cotitacts with her, can I know? ' 
Just because she has filled in a form that says she wants 
to read romance, can I know whether she wants Gone w i th 
the w_[nd. Davi d Copperfleld or Couples ? Surely, tt takes 
more tifne to send Mrs. Winiams the exact books^ she has 
asked for, just when she wants them, but overy library 
exis ts only to give service! If Mrs. Williams has no 
wax of preparing a list we can phone her and discuss 
books, or send a volunteer or paid staff member so that 
she can yet the books she wants, when she wants them. 

Fewer than half the people eligible for services 
from th^ libraries for the blind use them. Why? Some 
people 'simplf don't want to read and they have every 
right not to, bui there are undoubtedly people who simply ' 
don't use the services because they find nothing they want. 
Maybe their wants are "way out"--science fiction, the 
Greek classics'. The sens uous woman . The sens uous man . " 
&ut the libraries shtjuld fiave. the "way out" books and be 
in a position to serve well the borrowers they may have 




• «$ well 4s thpsf alrealy rtglitereil. 

The talk among the people of the Division for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped Is that a library for 
the blind <r*nnot hate a balanced cbllecUon because books 
in their media cannot be expected to last more than five 
years. This is partly because they believe books will 
be. worn out. in this time (that is, blind people cannot 
be expected to be careful of'them so* that they will last), 
it is also because the libraries are generally counseled t 
simply send books out to borrowers ngl' Xonregi s te r wh 
books go out^to which borrowers-- that is, not to check 
then: out and to checlf'^em i n. accordi ng^ to regular library 
procedure. The imp! tcati oin, is clear that blind people 
carnot be expected to bel^ave as regular responsible 
citizens. Since t'he Division operates on the premise ' 
that the books cannot last more than fijte years, it sends 
scne of their three million dollars^ of our tax money down 
the tubes each year to reproduce some books that should 
stIO be in good condition in each library. For example, 
we have a fine collection of recorded ChVistmas stories * 
whVch are read moderately at Christmas time only. They 
should surely be in the to! lecti on but inevitably they p 
sit on the shelf except at Christmas time and our six 
copies are complete and in excellent condition,' But 
the Division issued this book again and this means one 
more new book we can't have.' Similarly in Braille we have 
priStincNcopics of Du Jardin'-s Double da;te which goes out 
• now and again, but is never On reserve--al ong comes new 



copies we iieither want nor neea, and we have to hand Bra iXle 
War and peac<^'I Without t^ie Division, however, we cannot have 
a. good regional library since it causes most ot ou? books to 
be producfed. ' . ' * . 

^ summarize: An agency that simply selects book^ supplied 
by tt\a Lifojary of Concjrf^ss and sends them to borrowers is not^ 
truU^ a library. A library for the blind ?hould supply present 
bori.jwurji^nd potential borrowers the books and information they 
yHUH^r^-n rhcy var;t thu-u. To do this the lit^ary sKoulr^ nt.^ll 
itiH ili pt all J^osfTible national anc/ intdrnational resources for 
Braille, largo typt? an^3-^%;cord>^d material. I should have an amp 1 

N. 

corti of voluntGors with high standards to produce needed material 
Abfn-v aJ4, a qood library for the blind must demonstrate that ) 

% ■ 

m 

^--^iUi.y^ only to give ' service. * 
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TESTIMGNY 01P THE NATIp^At FEDERATIQN OF THE BLXfJD CONCERNING 
LIBRARY SERVICE FOR- THE BLIND IN THE MOUNTAIN PLAINS REGION: - 
PRESKNTED TO Tlli: NATIONAL COMMISSION LIBRAI^IES ' AND INFORMA 
tiON sV'lENCE, AUGUST 16, 1974 ^ - , ' 



To have qood libraiJY services for the blind in a^y area, 
three-pronged approach would be helpful: , . 

r 

(1) Convince the adniiruat i a|:ors thnt blind peo- 
^ i>lc deserve- and can -nuike use ot excellent library 

services. That, given proper trainihg and opportu- 
nity,- blind people can be tax-paying citizens in the 
rr.ainstream of society. See ctt'tached: "What should 
a library tor tnc oimd foe?" "What seryices arc 
reasoa-ible to expect 'from a library* for the blind?" 
Those articles outline somewhat- standardized con- 
cepts blind people have developed concerning their 
library services.. 

(2) Provide guideline^ for good library service. 
Guidelines that" would be meaningful and stiraulating 

-for administrators^ libiTary personnel and borrowers. 
(The input of the patron is nearly as important as 
the output of the'library. ) See attachments already 
mentioned. 

(3) Have communicatipn and interchange b«!tween 
all the area libraries as well as with those in 

the remainder of the nation, making use of the Union 
. Catalog being developed at the Division of the Blind 
and Physically flar.dicapped of the Library of Congress, 
national WATS lines, regionax library associatTon 
meetings and all other appropriate informational 
forums.. 



